














Read the Story that Hit the Headlines
CalTrout's recent report, SOS: California's Native Fish Crisis, is getting a lot of attention.  Finally, 
many Californians are starting to learn what most CalTrout members already know: that 
California's native fish are in trouble.  The following are just a few of the print, radio and TV 
outlets that covered CalTrout’s report and the plight of California’s native fish:

LA Times . SF Chronicle . Oakland Tribune . Sacramento Bee . Contra Costa Times . San Jose 
Mercury News . Modesto Bee . San Diego 6 . KGO-TV . Stockton Record . Mt. Shasta Herald . 
Redding Record Searchlight . West Marin Citizen . Santa Rosa Press 

SOS: California’s Native Fish Crisis

Tell us what you think

www.caltrout.org

CalTrout’s SOS Report Recognized as Critical Accomplishment

Dear Supporters,

The Streamkeeper’s Log 
is our primary way to 
share with you – our 
members – all the work 
that you make possible 
through your support
of California Trout. 

This year’s economic 
challenges also present 
new opportunities for us
as a smaller organization, 
so inside this new-look 
edition, we will be 
describing our priorities 
for 2009.

Jerome Yesavage
Chairman
jerome@caltrout.org

Inside
Our Native Fish Crisis
The Year Ahead
Staff & Board
Golden Trout Project
Regional Reports
Dear CalTrout
Trout Clout
  

My choice for a project to benefit from the $90,000
raised in May’s Gala Fund-A-Need:
 Eastern Sierra
 Northern Sierra
 Mt. Shasta
 North Coast
 Southern California

I’d like information from CalTrout on:
 My favorite rivers: __________________________________
 Member events near ________________________________
 Fly Clubs in my area
 Policy makers in my area
 Buying a copy of the SOS report
 Volunteer opportunities
 Leaving a legacy for California’s rivers through
 my estate

I’m supporting this work by:
 Joining CalTrout
 Renewing my membership
 Sponsoring the Gala on May 8
 Making an additional gift
 Giving a membership to a friend (we’ll contact you for details)
 Making a planned gift or bequest

What CalTrout can do for me:
 Send me another sticker for my car
 Send me a new CalTrout license plate holder for my car
 Send me a CalTrout fishing license holder

What I like about the new look for the Streamkeeper’s Log:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

What I don’t like about the new look for the Streamkeeper’s Log
(and your suggestions):
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
Responses will be shared in the next issue of the Streamkeeper’s Log.

My contact info is:
 Correct as listed above on address label 
 by mail: __________________________________________
 by email: _________________________________________
 by phone: ________________________________________

Please cut or tear out your feedback and return it, folded, in an 
envelope.  Thank you for your time, we appreciate it.
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A trout breeding pond: the only future? 

a score of one indicates a species that is highly vulnerable 
to extinction in its native range in the next 50 years. Five 
indicates healthy and expanding populations.
        The key stressors on California’s native fish populations, 
cited by the SOS, could be addressed through improved 
policy, planning, and water and land management. 
Dams, agricultural and grazing practices, development, 
mining, railroads, logging, recreational use of riparian 
areas, and illegal takes of native fish have all played a 
role in driving these species to the brink of extinction. 
Hatchery fish and invasive species compete with native 
trout for food and habitat.  Improperly managed fish 
stocking can also negatively impact native fish through 
predation and hybridization.  

For further explanation on the proper balance of 
planting and wild species protection, see “Dear CalTrout,” 
page 6. 

Using science and
advocacy to save fish,
one river at a time.

Spring 2009 
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If present trends continue, 65% of California’s 
native salmon, steelhead and trout species 
will be extinct within 100 years, according to a 
report commissioned by California Trout.

Released in November 2008, SOS: California’s Native Fish 
Crisis analyzes the state of all 32 native California Salmonid 
species – from coastal cutthroat to golden trout. The 
report was featured on the front page of the San 
Francisco Chronicle and in dozens of other newspapers, 
magazines and websites, generating desperately 
needed discussion.   The larger public is starting to take 
note of an issue of great concern to anglers and others.
   Authors and renowned fisheries experts Dr. Peter 
Moyle (CalTrout board member), Dr. Joshua Israel and 
Sabra Purdy, concluded that:

• Nearly two-thirds of the species headed towards
extinction are found only in California. 

• Of the state’s 22 anadromous fish species (which
spawn in freshwater and live most of their adult lives
in the ocean), 59% are in danger of extinction. 

• Of the nine remaining native inland fish, 78% are
in danger of extinction.

• One species is already extinct.

The findings are alarming, but there is hope:  

• More than 15% of species have genetic diversity
and healthy, sustainable populations.

• An additional 20% have declining or isolated
populations that may recover with concerted  
restoration and policy efforts. 

• Each of the remaining 31 species lives in regions
currently covered by CalTrout’s work.

The SOS provides a visually engaging – with thanks to 
Joseph Tomelleri for use of his beautiful images – and 
easy to read format, with species-by-species summaries 
and overall recommendations, all backed by a CD of 
statistical data on the 32 native fish.

Each was evaluated according to the same criteria 
and given a score, ranging from 1 to 5, that indicates its 
likelihood of long-term survival under current conditions:  


